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(57) ABSTRACT

A panel camera, and an optical touch screen and a display
apparatus employing the panel camera. The panel camera
includes a lens panel comprising a plurality of narrow-angle
lenses arranged in a two-dimensional (2D) array and a light-
detection panel comprising a plurality of light detectors
which are arranged ina 2D array to respectively correspond to
the plurality of narrow-angle lenses to receive lights passing
through the plurality of narrow-angle lenses from outside and
obtain a remote image.
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PANEL CAMERA, AND OPTICAL TOUCH
SCREEN AND DISPLAY APPARATUS
EMPLOYING THE PANEL CAMERA

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority from Korean Patent Appli-
cation No. 10-2010-0139342, filed on Dec. 30, 2010, in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office, the contents of which are
hereby incorporated by incorporated by reference in their
entirety.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

Apparatuses consistent with exemplary embodiments
relate to panel cameras, and optical touch screens and display
apparatuses employing the panel camera.

2. Description of the Related Art

A touch screen, which is a User Interface (UI), is installed
on a front surface of a display of an electronic device such as
a computer, a notebook, a Portable Media Player (PMP), etc.,
to input a particular command or data to the electronic device
by sensing a touch point which a finger or a pointing device
touches.

With the increasing demand for user convenience, the
demand for such a touch screen is also increasing and the
application range of the touch screen is expanding to broad-
casting, education, medical imaging, pictures, music, moving
pictures, virtual reality games, and e-commerce such as Busi-
ness-to-Business (B2B) commerce or Business-to-Consumer
(B2C) commerce.

In the touch screen, touch sensing through touches, such as
in capacitive type sensing or resistive type sensing, has been
widely used. For more convenient Uls, there is a need for
proximity touch sensing for sensing motion of a finger in a
non-contact manner and recognition of a user’s action from a
remote distance.

SUMMARY

One or more exemplary embodiments include a panel cam-
era which is capable of proximity photographing and remote
photographing to allow recognition of proximal actions and
remote actions, and an optical touch screen and a display
apparatus employing the panel camera.

Additional exemplary embodiments will be set forth in the
description which follows, and will be apparent from the
description, or may be learned by practice of the presented
exemplary embodiments.

According to an exemplary embodiment, a camera
includes a lens panel including a plurality of narrow-angle
lenses arranged in a two-dimensional (2D) array and a light-
detection panel including a plurality of light detectors which
are arranged in a 2D array to respectively correspond to the
plurality of narrow-angle lenses to receive lights passing
through the plurality of narrow-angle lenses from outside and
obtain a remote image.

According to exemplary embodiments, each of the narrow-
angle lenses may include a micro lens including a conical
transparent body portion and a light guide connected to the
conical transparent body portion.

Also according to exemplary embodiments, each of the
narrow-angle lenses may further include a cladding portion
surrounding the conical transparent body portion of the micro
lens and the light guide.
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Further exemplary embodiments may include a color filter
between the lens panel and the light-detection panel to sense
a color image.

According to another exemplary embodiment, an optical
touch screen includes a lens panel including a plurality of
narrow-angle lenses and a wide-angle lens which are
arranged in a two-dimensional (2D) array, an infrared light
source disposed under the lens panel to emit infrared light,
and a light-detection panel disposed between the lens panel
and the infrared light source, such that a first light-detector
and a second light-detector are arranged in a 2D array, the first
light-detector receiving lights passing through the plurality of
narrow-angle lenses from outside to obtain a remote image
and the second light-detector detecting infrared light emitted
from the infrared light source and detecting infrared light
reflected by an object that touches or is proximate to the
optical touch screen.

According to exemplary embodiment the lens panel may
be provided such that the narrow-angle lens and the wide-
angle lens are positioned for each pixel region, and the first
light-detector and the second light-detector of the light-de-
tection panel may be provided to respectively correspond to
the narrow-angle lens and the wide-angle lens.

The optical touch screen of exemplary embodiments may
further include a color filter including a plurality of color
elements for each pixel region between the lens panel and the
light-detection panel, in which the lens panel may include a
plurality of narrow-angle lenses corresponding to the plural-
ity of color elements and at least one wide-angle lens for each
pixel region, and the light-detection panel may include a
plurality of first light-detectors respectively corresponding to
the plurality of narrow-angle lenses and at least one second
light-detector for each pixel region to obtain color image.

According to another exemplary embodiment, a display
apparatus includes a display panel modulating incident light
to form an image and the aforementioned camera provided on
the display panel to obtain an image in front of the display
panel.

The panel camera of exemplary embodiments may further
include a color filter between the lens panel and the light-
detection panel to sense a color image.

According to another exemplary embodiment, a display
apparatus includes a display panel modulating incident light
to form an image, a lens panel provided on a front surface of
the display panel such that a narrow-angle lens and a wide-
angle lens which are arranged in a two-dimensional (2D)
array, an infrared light source disposed under the lens panel to
emit infrared light, and a light-detection panel disposed
between the lens panel and the infrared light source, such that
a first light-detector and a second light-detector are arranged
in a 2D array, the first light-detector receiving lights passing
through the plurality of narrow-angle lenses from outside to
obtain a remote image and the second light-detector detecting
infrared light emitted from the infrared light source and
detecting infrared light reflected by an object that touches or
is proximate to a display surface of the display apparatus.

The display apparatus of exemplary embodiments may
further include a backlight unit provided to illuminate the
display panel with white light, in which the infrared light
source is provided in the backlight unit.

The display panel of exemplary embodiments may be a
transmission color liquid crystal panel, and the display appa-
ratus may further include an illumination light source illumi-
nating the display panel with white light and a backlight unit
in which the infrared light source is disposed.

The lens panel of exemplary embodiments may be pro-
vided such that the narrow-angle lens and the wide-angle lens
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are positioned for each pixel region, and the first light-detec-
tor and the second light-detector of the light-detection panel
may be provided to respectively correspond to the narrow-
angle lens and the wide-angle lens.

The display apparatus of exemplary embodiments may
further include a color filter including a plurality of color
elements for each pixel region between the lens panel and the
light-detection panel, in which the lens panel may include a
plurality of narrow-angle lenses corresponding to the plural-
ity of color elements and at least one wide-angle lens for each
pixel region, and the light-detection panel may include a
plurality of first light-detectors respectively corresponding to
the plurality of narrow-angle lenses and at least one second
light-detector for each pixel region to obtain color image.

The optical touch screen of exemplary embodiments to
which the panel camera is applied can perform both proxim-
ity photographing and remote photographing, and thus can be
used as a motion Ul through action recognition. The display
apparatus to which the panel camera is applied can obtain an
image in front of a panel, e.g., a liquid crystal panel, without
a separate camera, thus allowing users to make conversation
while seeing their frontal faces facing the display panel dur-
ing video communication.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and/or other aspects of exemplary embodiments will
become apparent and more readily appreciated from the fol-
lowing description of the exemplary embodiments, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 11is a perspective view schematically showing a panel
camera according to an exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view schematically showing a panel
camera according to another exemplary embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view schematically showing an
optical touch screen to which a panel camera according to an
exemplary embodiment is applied and a display apparatus of
an exemplary embodiment including the optical touch screen;

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional view of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a perspective view schematically showing an
optical touch screen to which a camera capable of obtaining
color images according to an exemplary embodiment is
applied and a display apparatus of an exemplary embodiment
including the optical touch screen; and

FIG. 6 schematically shows a structure of a pixel shown in
FIG. 5.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to exemplary
embodiments, examples of which are illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, wherein like reference numerals
refer to like elements throughout. In this regard, the present
exemplary embodiments may have different forms and
should not be construed as being limited to the descriptions
set forth herein. Accordingly, the exemplary embodiments are
merely described below, by referring to the figures, to explain
aspects of the exemplary embodiments.

Hereinafter, a panel camera (image obtaining apparatus)
according to an exemplary embodiment, and an optical touch
screen and a display apparatus employing the panel camera
will be described with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings. In the drawings, sizes, thicknesses, and intervals of
components, etc., have been exaggerated for clarity.

FIG. 11is a perspective view schematically showing a panel
camera 10 according to an exemplary embodiment.
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Referring to FIG. 1, the panel camera 10 may include a lens
panel 20 and a light-detection panel 30. The lens panel 20 may
include a plurality of narrow-angle lenses 21 arranged in a
two-dimensional (2D) array. The light-detection panel 30
may include a plurality of light detectors 31 arranged in a 2D
array to receive lights passing through the narrow-angle
lenses 21 to obtain a remote image. The 2D array of the
plurality of light detectors 31 may be provided to respectively
correspond to the plurality of narrow-angle lenses 21 or may
be provided such that one light detector 31 corresponds to two
or more narrow-angle lenses 21.

The panel camera 10 may be structured such that the light
detectors 31 are arranged at a large area in the array and the
narrow-angle lenses 21 configured to control the direction of
input of light are mounted on the array of the light detectors
31. The panel camera 10 may collect, for example, light
incident in a particular direction, for example, directional
light incident substantially perpendicular to the panel camera
(i.e. light within a narrow angular range), and remove light
incident outside the narrow angular range, thereby sequen-
tially performing analog-to-digital (AD) conversion on the
light incident from the array of the light detectors 31 and thus
obtaining an image.

The narrow-angle lenses 21 each include a micro lens 23
having a conical transparent body portion 23a and a light
guide 25 connected to the conical transparent body portion
23a. The conical transparent body portion 23a and the light
guide 25 may be enclosed by a cladding portion 27. The
cladding portion 27 may correspond to a body plate of the lens
panel 20.

The narrow-angle lenses 21 each is a lens having a shape
that is substantially the same as the ommatidium (compound
eye) of a dragonfly. The dragonfly’s ommatidium may col-
lect, for example, light incident perpendicularly, and remove
light incident at angles outside a narrow angular range. Light
incident to the micro lens 23 having the conical transparent
body portion 23a, after passing through the surface of the
micro lens 23, is incident directly to the light guide 25 or is
reflected by an inclined surface of the conical transparent
body portion 23a and then is incident to the light guide 25. In
this state, light incident at an angle satisfying total internal
reflection conditions of the light guide 25 can be transmitted
through the light guide 25 and then reach the corresponding
light detector 31 of the light-detection panel 30.

Since only perpendicularly incident light or light incident
within a narrow angular range, incident to the micro lenses 23
satisfies the total internal reflection conditions of the light
guide 25, the narrow-angle lenses 21 cause only light incident
perpendicularly to the micro lens 23 or light incident within a
narrow angular range to be received by the corresponding
light detector 31 of the light-detection panel 30.

Therefore, the panel camera 10, including the lens panel 20
having the 2D array of the narrow-angle lenses 21 and the
light-detection panel 30 corresponding to the lens panel 20,
can perform remote photographing as well as proximity pho-
tographing.

Hence, by using the panel camera 10, proximal and remote
actions can be recognized.

Moreover, by applying the panel camera 10 to an optical
touch screen, the optical touch screen can perform proximity
photographing or recognize remote actions; however, by
applying the panel camera 10 to a display apparatus, the
display apparatus can perform video communication. By
configuring a display apparatus including an optical touch
screen to which the panel camera 10 is applied, the display
apparatus can perform proximity touch sensing for sensing
motion of a finger in a non-contact manner, proximity pho-
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tographing, recognition of a user’s action from a remote
distance, and video communication. FIG. 2 is a perspective
view schematically showing a panel camera according to
another embodiment of the present disclosure. The panel
camera 10 may further include a color filter 40 between the
lens panel 20 and the light-detection panel 30. The color filter
40 may include ared (R) color element 41R, a green (G) color
element 41G, and a blue (B) color element 41B for each pixel.
When the color filter 40 is provided, for example, three nar-
row-angle lenses 21 and three light detectors 31 may be
arranged to correspondto the R, G, and B color elements 41R,
41G, and 41B for each pixel, respectively. A color image can
be obtained using the color filter 40, and thus when the panel
camera 10 is applied to a display apparatus, the display appa-
ratus can perform color video communication.

Hereinafter, a description will be made of an exemplary
embodiment of an optical touch screen to which the panel
camera 10 is applied and a display apparatus to which the
panel camera 10 and/or the optical touch screen is applied.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view schematically showing an
exemplary embodiment of an optical touch screen 100 to
which a panel camera is applied and a display apparatus
including the optical touch screen. FIG. 4 is a schematic
cross-sectional view of FIG. 3. Although the exemplary
embodiment depicted in FIGS. 3 and 4 is directed to a display
apparatus which includes an optical touch screen, as does the
exemplary embodiment depicted in FIGS. 5 and 6, display
apparatuses that do not include an optical touch screen are
also included in exemplary embodiments. In addition,
although the exemplary embodiment depicted in FIGS. 3 and
4 is directed to a display apparatus which includes a display
panel, as does the exemplary embodiment depicted in FIGS.
5 and 6, exemplary embodiments also include display appa-
ratuses which include optical touch screens instead of display
panels. The structure and function of the optical touch screen
itself can be sufficiently understood from a description of the
display apparatus including the optical touch screen. There-
fore, a separate illustration and repetitive description are
omitted.

Referring to FIGS. 3 and 4, a display apparatus may
include a display panel 150 which forms an image by modu-
lating incident light, a lens panel 120 which is provided on a
front surface of the display panel 150 and includes a 2D array
of narrow-angle lenses 121 and wide-angle lenses 128, an
infrared light source 190 that emits infrared light under the
lens panel 120, and a light-detection panel 130 positioned
between the lens panel 120 and the infrared light source 190.
The lens panel 120, the infrared light source 190, and the
light-detection panel 130 may be components of the optical
touch screen 100. That is, the display apparatus may include
the display panel 150 and the optical touch screen 100. The
display apparatus may include a transmission liquid crystal
panel, e.g., a transmission color liquid crystal panel, as the
display panel 150, and may further include a backlight unit
160 including an illumination light source 161 to illuminate
the display panel 150 with white light. The transmission color
liquid crystal panel may include a liquid crystal layer 170 and
a color filter layer 180. The infrared light source 190 may be
disposed in the backlight unit 160 as shown in FIG. 4. The
infrared light source 190 may be disposed under the lens
panel 120 in another position other than in the backlight unit
160. In FIG. 4, reference numeral 151 indicates optical films
which cause light emitted from the illumination light source
161 to be homogenized and to be incident to the liquid crystal
layer 170.

To implement the optical touch screen 100, as well as
image capturing, the lens panel 120 may be provided with
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wide-angle lenses 128 as well as narrow-angle lenses 121.
The narrow-angle lenses 121 and the wide-angle lenses 128
are arranged in a 2D array of the lens panel 120. To corre-
spond to this 2D array, the light-detection panel 130 is pro-
vided with a 2D array of light detectors 131 which receive
lights passing through the narrow-angle lenses 121 to obtain
a remote image. The light-detection panel 130 may also
include light detectors 135 which detect infrared light emitted
from the infrared light source 190 and reflected by an object
(for example, a finger) that touches or is proximate to a
surface of the optical touch screen 100, that is, a display
surface of the display apparatus, thereby sensing a touch.

For example, the lens panel 120 and the light-detection
panel 130 may be provided such that one light detector 131
corresponds to one narrow-angle lens 121 or two or more
narrow-angle lenses 121 and one light detector 135 corre-
sponds to one wide-angle lens 128 or two or more wide-angle
lenses 128. FIGS. 3 and 4 illustrate an exemplary embodi-
ment in which one light detector 131 is arranged to corre-
spond to one narrow-angle lens 121, and one light detector
135 is arranged to correspond to one wide-angle lens 128. In
this case, the light-detection panel 130 may be formed such
that, as shown in the enlargement of FIG. 3, the light detectors
131 and 135 for a pixel are disposed at a side of the pixel, i.e.,
a black matrix portion of the pixel, and the other portion, that
is, a portion corresponding to a color element region of the
pixel, may be formed as a transparent region 137 whereby a
path of lights emitted from R, G, and B color elements 180R,
180G, and 180B forming a pixel of the display panel 150 is
not interfered, and thus an image formed in the display panel
150 is displayed with a maximum brightness. Moreover, the
lens panel 120 is provided such that the wide-angle lens 128
is positioned directly on the light detector 135 for detecting
infrared light and the narrow-angle lens 121 is positioned
directly on the light detector 131 for detecting visible light. In
other words, as shown in FIG. 3, lines of the narrow-angle
lenses 121 and lines of the wide-angle lenses 128, which are
arranged alternately, may be disposed at intervals corre-
sponding to pixel widths and the remaining portion of the lens
panel 120 may be formed as a planar transparent region. Thus,
without interfering with a path of light expressing an image
formed in the display panel 150, the light detectors 135 and
the wide-angle lens 128 can detect infrared light reflected
from an object, e.g., a finger. Furthermore, the light detectors
131 and the narrow-angle lens 121 can detect light incident
substantially perpendicular and capture an image.

Also, like in the panel camera 10 described with reference
to FIGS. 1 and 2, each narrow-angle lens 121 includes micro
lens 123 having a conical transparent body portion 123a to
only collect light incident that is substantially perpendicular,
that is, light incident perpendicularly or light incident within
a narrow angular range, and remove light incident at angles
outside the narrow angular range, and the light guide 125
connected to the conical transparent body portion 123a. The
conical transparent body portion 123a and the light guide 125
may be surrounded by a cladding portion 127.

Each of the narrow-angle lenses 121 is a lens having a
shape that is substantially the same as the ommatidium of a
dragonfly. Light incident to the micro lens 123 having the
conical transparent body portion 1234, after passing through
the surface of the micro lens 123, is reflected by an inclined
surface of the conical transparent body portion 1234 and then
is incident to the light guide 125. In this state, light incident at
an angle satisfying total internal reflection conditions of the
light guide 125 can be transmitted through the light guide 125
and then reach the light detector 131 of the light-detection
panel 130.



US 9,185,277 B2

7

Since only perpendicularly incident light or light incident
within a narrow angular range on the micro lenses 123 satis-
fies the total internal reflection conditions of the light guide
125, the narrow-angle lenses 121 cause only perpendicularly
incident light or light incident within a narrow angular range
will be received by the corresponding light detector 131 of the
light-detection panel 130.

Therefore, the narrow-angle lenses 121 and the corre-
sponding light detectors 131 allow remote photographing as
well as proximity photographing, and the optical touch screen
100 and the display apparatus including the optical touch
screen 100 can perform recognition of proximal and remote
actions.

General micro lenses 128a are sufficient for the wide-angle
lenses 128 provided on the lens panel 120, and curved sur-
faces may be formed on only outwardly exposed surfaces of
the wide-angle lenses 128. For example, only an outwardly
exposed surface of the wide-angle lens 128 may be formed as
a curved surface of the micro lens 1284, and a body portion
1285 may be formed of a transparent material. Each of the
wide-angle lenses 128 may include the micro lens 128a of a
biconvex type lens and the transparent body portion 1285 on
which the micro lens 128a sits. The transparent body portion
1286 of the wide-angle lens 128 may be formed of the same
material as the cladding portion 127 of the narrow-angle lens
121. For example, the cladding portion 127 of the narrow-
angle lens 121 and the transparent body portion 1285 of the
wide-angle lens 128 may correspond to the body plate of the
lens panel 120.

The wide-angle lens 128 collects infrared light emitted
from the infrared light source 190 and reflected by an object
that touches or is proximate to the surface of the optical touch
screen 100 to allow the light detector 135 to receive the
infrared light.

With the structure of the light detector 135 corresponding
to the wide-angle lens 128, the optical touch screen 100 can
input information by the detection of infrared light reflected
by an object.

To implement the display apparatus, the lens panel 120 is
structured such that each narrow-angle lens 121 and each
wide-angle lens 128 are positioned for each pixel region and
the light detectors 131 and 135 of the light-detection panel
130 may be provided to correspond to the narrow-angle lens
121 and the wide-angle lens 128, respectively.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show an exemplary embodiment in which, in
each pixel, one narrow-angle lens 121 and one wide-angle
lens 128 are positioned in pairs and the light detectors 131 and
135 are positioned in pairs to respectively correspond to the
lenses 121 and 128.

The above-described display apparatus may form an image
on the display panel 150. With the infrared light source 190,
the wide-angle lenses 128, and the light detectors 135, infor-
mation can be input by detecting infrared light reflected by an
object that touches or is proximate to the surface of the dis-
play apparatus. Moreover, with the narrow-angle lenses 121
and the light detectors 131, proximity or remote images can
be obtained without needing a separately mounted camera.

Also, the display apparatus may also be provided to obtain
a color image in proximity to or a remote distance from the
display apparatus, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6.

FIG. 5 is a perspective view schematically showing an
optical touch screen to which a camera capable of obtaining
color images according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure is applied and a display apparatus including the
optical touch screen. FIG. 6 schematically shows a structure
of a pixel shown in FIG. 5. Although the exemplary embodi-
ment depicted in FIGS. 5 and 6 includes an optical touch
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screen, exemplary embodiments may include display appa-
ratuses without the optical touch screen. Herein, components
which are the same as those in FIGS. 3 and 4 will be indicated
by the same reference numerals as used in FIGS. 3 and 4 and
repetitive description thereof will not be provided.

Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, in comparison to the display
apparatus of FIGS. 3 and 4, the display apparatus may further
include a color filter 140 having a plurality of color elements
141R, 141G, 141B, and 145 for each pixel region between the
lens panel 120 and the light-detection panel 130, so as to
obtain a color image. To obtain a color image, the lens panel
120 may include a plurality of narrow-angle lenses 121R,
121G, and 121B and at least one wide-angle lens 128 corre-
sponding to the plurality of R, G, and B color elements 141R,
141G, 141B, and 145 for each pixel region, and the light-
detection panel 130 may include a plurality of light detectors
131R, 131G, and 131B respectively corresponding to the
plurality of narrow-angle lenses 121R, 121G, and 121B, and
at least one light detector 135 for each pixel region. In FIGS.
5 and 6, as an example, it is shown that the R, G, and B color
elements 141R, 141G, and 141B and the infrared color ele-
ment 145 for passing therethrough infrared light are provided
in the color filter 140; in the lens panel 120, three narrow-
angle lenses 121R, 121G, and 121B and one wide-angle lens
128 are provided for each pixel region to correspond respec-
tively to the color elements 141R, 141G, 141B, and 145; and
in the light-detection panel 130, three light detectors 131R,
131G, and 131B for obtaining a color image and one light
detector 135 for detecting infrared light reflected by an object
which touches or is proximate to a display surface of the
display apparatus are provided for each pixel region.

The light-detection panel 130, as shown in FIG. 6, may be
structured such that for a pixel of the display panel 150, the
light detectors 131R, 131G, 131B, and 135 are arranged at a
side of the pixel, that is, a black matrix portion of the pixel,
and the other portion, that is, a portion corresponding to a
color element region of the pixel may be formed as the trans-
parent region 137, whereby a path of lights emitted from color
elements 180R, 180G, and 180B forming the pixel is not
interfered and thus an image formed in the display panel 150
is displayed with a maximum brightness. The color filter 140
may be formed such that the color elements 141R, 141G,
141B, and 145 are positioned only on a region where the light
detectors 131R, 131G, 131B, and 135 are positioned, and the
remaining region is formed to be transparent. Herein, a length
ofthe color elements 141R, 141G, 141B, and 145 of the color
filter 140 may be equal to a length of a pixel region. The lens
panel 120 may be provided such that the wide-angle lens 128
is positioned only on the light detector 135 for detecting
infrared light and the narrow-angle lenses 121R, 121G, and
121B are positioned only on the light detectors 131R, 131G,
and 131B for detecting visible light. In other words, as in the
previous embodiment described with reference to FIG. 3,
lines of the narrow-angle lenses 121R, 121G, and 121B and
lines of the wide-angle lenses 128, which are arranged alter-
nately, are disposed at intervals corresponding to pixel
widths, and the remaining portion of the lens panel 120 may
be formed to be a planar transparent region. Thus, without
interfering with a path of light expressing an image formed on
the display panel 150, the light detectors 135, the infrared
color elements 145, and the wide-angle lenses 128 can detect
infrared light reflected by an object that touches a panel, for
example, a finger, and sense a touch, and the light detectors
131R, 131G, and 131B, the R, G, and B color elements 141R,
141G, and 141B, and the narrow-angle lenses 121R, 121G,
and 121B may detect light incident substantially perpendicu-
lar and capture a color image.



US 9,185,277 B2

9

When the color filter 140 is provided between the lens
panel 120 and the light-detection panel 130 and the lens panel
120 and the light-detection panel 130 are structured to corre-
spond to the color filter 140, as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6, a
proximity or remote image can be obtained as a color image,
thus implementing a display apparatus having a color camera
function.

Although the exemplary embodiment described above
includes an optical touch screen, the display apparatus
according to other exemplary embodiments may have a struc-
ture without the optical touch screen. In other words, by
changing the structure shown in FIGS. 3 through 6 into a
structure where the infrared light source 190, the wide-angle
lenses 128, and the light detectors 135 are omitted, the display
apparatus to which the panel camera is applied can be imple-
mented without the optical touch screen.

As can be appreciated from the foregoing description, the
optical touch screen to which the panel camera is applied can
perform both proximity photographing and remote photo-
graphing, and thus, can be used as a motion Ul through action
recognition. Moreover, proximity touch sensing within sev-
eral centimeters in a non-contact manner is also possible,
allowing designing of various Uls. The display apparatus to
which the panel camera is applied can obtain an image in front
of a panel, e.g., a liquid crystal panel, without a separate
camera, thus allowing users to converse while seeing the front
of their faces facing the display panel during video commu-
nication.

While the exemplary embodiments have been shown and
described, it will be understood by those skilled in the art that
various changes in form and details may be made thereto
without departing from the spirit and scope of the inventive
concept as defined by the appended claims.

In addition, many modifications can be made to adapt a
particular situation or material to the teachings of this disclo-
sure without departing from the essential scope thereof.
Therefore, it is intended that the inventive concept not be
limited to the particular exemplary embodiments disclosed,
but that the inventive concept will include all embodiments
falling within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An optical touch screen comprising:

a lens panel comprising a plurality of narrow-angle lenses
and a plurality of wide-angle lenses, the plurality of
narrow angle lenses and the plurality of wide angle
lenses being arranged in a two-dimensional (2D) array;

an infrared light source disposed under the lens panel; and

alight-detection panel disposed between the lens panel and
the infrared light source, comprising a plurality of first
light-detectors and a plurality of second light-detectors,
the plurality of first light detectors and the plurality of
second light detectors being arranged in a 2D array,

wherein one of the plurality of first light-detectors receives
light passing through one of the plurality of narrow-
angle lenses from outside, and

wherein one of the second plurality of light-detectors
detects infrared light emitted from the infrared light
source and detects infrared light reflected by an object
that is in contact with or is proximate to the optical touch
screen,

wherein the one of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses
comprises:

a micro lens comprising a conical transparent body por-
tion; and

a light guide connected to the conical transparent body
portion,
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wherein the one of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses and
one of the plurality of wide-angle lenses is positioned in
one of a plurality of pixel regions,

wherein the one of the plurality of first light-detectors

corresponds to the one of the plurality of narrow-angle
lenses,

wherein the one of the plurality of second light-detectors

corresponds to the one of the plurality of the wide-angle
lenses, and

wherein each of the plurality of pixel regions is provided

with a respective one of the plurality of narrow-angle
lenses and a respective one of the plurality of wide-angle
lenses such that the plurality of narrow-angle lenses are
arranged alternately with respect to the plurality of
wide-angle lenses.

2. The optical touch screen of claim 1, wherein the one of
the plurality of narrow-angle lenses further comprises a clad-
ding portion surrounding the conical transparent body portion
and the light guide.

3. The optical touch screen of claim 1, further comprising
a color filter comprising a plurality of color elements for one
of a plurality of pixel regions, the plurality of color elements
being disposed between the lens panel and the light-detection
panel,

wherein the one pixel region comprises at least two of the

plurality of narrow-angle lenses corresponding to the
plurality of color elements and at least one of the plural-
ity of wide-angle lenses, and

wherein the one pixel region further comprises at least two

of the plurality of first light-detectors corresponding to
the at least two of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses
and at least one of the plurality of second light-detectors.

4. A display apparatus comprising:

a display panel;

alens panel disposed on a front surface of the display panel,

comprising a plurality of narrow-angle lenses and a plu-
rality of wide-angle lenses, the plurality of narrow angle
lenses and the plurality of wide angle lenses being
arranged in a two-dimensional (2D) array;

an infrared light source disposed under the lens panel; and

alight-detection panel disposed between the lens panel and

the infrared light source, comprising a plurality of first
light-detectors and a plurality of second light-detectors,
the plurality of first light detectors and the plurality of
second light detectors being arranged in a 2D array,
wherein the first light-detector receives light passing
through the plurality of narrow-angle lenses, and
wherein the plurality of second light-detectors detects
infrared light emitted from the infrared light source and

detects infrared light reflected by an object that is in
contact with or is proximate to a display surface of the
display apparatus,

wherein one of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses com-
prises:

a micro lens comprising a conical transparent body por-
tion; and

a light guide connected to the conical transparent body
portion,

wherein at least two of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses
and at least one of plurality of wide-angle lenses are
positioned in a pixel region from among a plurality of
pixel regions,

wherein at least two of the plurality of first light-detectors
correspond to at least two of the plurality of narrow
angle lenses, and at least one of the plurality of second
light-detectors corresponds to at least one of the plural-
ity of wide-angle lens, respectively, and
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wherein each of the plurality of pixel regions is provided
with at least a respective one of the plurality of narrow-
angle lenses and at least a respective one of the plurality
of wide-angle lenses such that the plurality of narrow-
angle lenses are arranged alternately with respect to the
plurality of wide-angle lenses.

5. The display apparatus of claim 4, further comprising a
backlight unit provided to illuminate the display panel with
white light,

wherein the infrared light source is provided in the back-

light unit.

6. The display apparatus of claim 4, further comprises a
backlight unit comprising an illumination light source illumi-
nating the display panel;

wherein the panel with white light, and the infrared light

source are disposed in the backlight unit, and

wherein the display panel is a transmission color liquid

crystal panel.

7. The display apparatus of claim 4, wherein the one of the
plurality of narrow-angle lenses further comprises a cladding
portion surrounding the conical transparent body portion of
the micro lens and the light guide.

8. A display apparatus comprising:

a display panel;

alens panel disposed on a front surface of the display panel,

comprising a plurality of narrow-angle lenses and a plu-
rality of wide-angle lenses, the plurality of narrow angle
lenses and the plurality of wide angle lenses being
arranged in a two-dimensional (2D) array;

an infrared light source disposed under the lens panel; and

alight-detection panel disposed between the lens panel and

the infrared light source, comprising a plurality of first
light-detectors and a plurality of second light-detectors,
the plurality of first light detectors and the plurality of
second light detectors being arranged in a 2D array,
wherein the first light-detector receives light passing
through the plurality of narrow-angle lenses, and
wherein the plurality of second light-detectors detects
infrared light emitted from the infrared light source and
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detects infrared light reflected by an object that is in
contact with or is proximate to a display surface of the
display apparatus,

wherein one of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses com-
prises:

a micro lens comprising a conical transparent body por-
tion; and

a light guide connected to the conical transparent body
portion,

wherein at least two of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses
and at least one of plurality of wide-angle lenses are
positioned in a first pixel region from among a plurality
of pixel regions, and

wherein at least two of the plurality of first light-detectors
correspond to at least two of the plurality of narrow
angle lenses, and at least one of the plurality of second
light-detectors corresponds to at least one of the plural-
ity of wide-angle lens, respectively,

and the display apparatus further comprising a color filter
comprising a plurality of color elements disposed
between the lens panel and the light-detection panel,

wherein the first pixel region comprises at least two of the
plurality of narrow-angle lenses corresponding to at
least two of the plurality of color elements and at least
one of the plurality of wide-angle lenses, and

wherein the first pixel region further comprises at least two
of the plurality of first light-detectors corresponding to
the at least two of the plurality of narrow-angle lenses
and at least one of the plurality of second light-detectors,
and

wherein each of the plurality of pixel regions is provided
with at least a respective one of the plurality of narrow-
angle lenses and at least a respective one of the plurality
of wide-angle lenses such that the plurality of narrow-
angle lenses are arranged alternately with respect to the
plurality of wide-angle lenses.
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